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(3) An organization claiming exemp-
tion under section 501(a) and described
in any paragraph of section 501(c)
(other than section 501(c)(1) shall file
the form of application prescribed by
the Commissioner and shall include
thereon such information as required
by such form and the instructions
issued with respect thereto. For rules
relating to the obtaining of a deter-
mination of exempt status by an em-
ployees’ trust described in section
401(a), see the regulations under sec-
tion 401.

(b) Additional proof by particular class-
es of organizations. (1) Organizations
mentioned below shall submit with and
as a part of their applications the fol-
lowing information:

(i) Mutual insurance companies shall
submit copies of the policies or certifi-
cates of membership issued by them.

(ii) In the case of title holding com-
panies described in section 501(c)(2), if
the organization for which title is held
has not been specifically notified in
writing by the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice that it is held to be exempt under
section 501(a), the title holding com-
pany shall submit the information in-
dicated herein as necessary for a deter-
mination of the status of the organiza-
tion for which title is held.

(iii) An organization described in sec-
tion 501(c)(3) shall submit with, and as
a part of, an application filed after
July 26, 1959, a detailed statement of
its proposed activities.

(2) In addition to the information
specifically called for by this section,
the Commissioner may require any ad-
ditional information deemed necessary
for a proper determination of whether
a particular organization is exempt
under section 501(a), and when deemed
advisable in the interest of an efficient
administration of the internal revenue
laws, he may in the cases of particular
types of organizations prescribe the
form in which the proof of exemption
shall be furnished.

(3) An organization claiming to be
specifically exempted by section 6033(a)
from filing annual returns shall submit
with and as a part of its application a
statement of all the facts on which it
bases its claim.

(c) Private shareholder or individual de-
fined. The words private shareholder or

individual in section 501 refer to per-
sons having a personal and private in-
terest in the activities of the organiza-
tion.

(d) Requirement of annual returns. For
the annual return requirements of or-
ganizations exempt under section
501(a), see section 6033 and § 1.6033–1.

(e) Certain Puerto Rican pension, etc.,
trusts. Effective for taxable years be-
ginning after December 31, 1973, section
1022(i)(1) of the Employee Retirement
Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA)
(88 Stat. 942) provides that trusts under
certain Puerto Rican pension, etc.,
plans (as defined under P.R. Laws Ann.
tit. 13, section 3165, and the articles
thereunder), all of the participants of
which are residents of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, are to be treat-
ed only for purposes of section 501(a) as
trusts described in section 401(a). The
practical effect of section 1022(i)(1) is
to exempt these trusts from U.S. in-
come tax on income from their U.S. in-
vestments. For purposes of section
1022(i)(1), the term residents of the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico means bona
fide residents of Puerto Rico, and per-
sons who perform labor or services pri-
marily within the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, regardless of residence for
other purposes, and the term partici-
pants is restricted to current employ-
ees who are not excluded under the eli-
gibility provisions of the plan.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11737, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 7428, 41 FR 34619, Aug. 16,
1976; T.D. 7859, 47 FR 54298, Dec. 2, 1982]

§1.501(c)(2)–1 Corporations organized
to hold title to property for exempt
organizations.

(a) A corporation described in section
501(c)(2) and otherwise exempt from tax
under section 501(a) is taxable upon its
unrelated business taxable income. For
taxable years beginning before January
1, 1970, see § 1.511–2(c)(4). Since a cor-
poration described in section 501(c)(2)
cannot be exempt under section 501(a)
if it engages in any business other than
that of holding title to property and
collecting income therefrom, it cannot
have unrelated business taxable in-
come as defined in section 512 other
than income which is treated as unre-
lated business taxable income solely
because of the applicability of section
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512(a)(3)(C); or debt financed income
which is treated as unrelated business
taxable income solely because of sec-
tion 514; or certain interest, annuities,
royalties, or rents which are treated as
unrelated business taxable income
solely because of section 512(b)
(3)(B)(ii) or (13). Similarly, exempt sta-
tus under section 501(c)(2) shall not be
affected where certain rents from per-
sonal property leased with real prop-
erty are treated as unrelated business
taxable income under section
512(b)(3)(A)(ii) solely because such
rents attributable to such personal
property are more than incidental
when compared to the total rents re-
ceived or accrued under the lease, or
under section 512(b)(3)(B)(i) solely be-
cause such rents attributable to such
personal property exceed 50 percent of
the total rents received or accrued
under the lease.

(b) A corporation described in section
501(c)(2) cannot accumulate income and
retain its exemption, but it must turn
over the entire amount of such income,
less expenses, to an organization which
is itself exempt from tax under section
501(a).

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11737, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 7658, 45 FR 33972, May 21,
1980]

§ 1.501(c)(3)–1 Organizations organized
and operated for religious, chari-
table, scientific, testing for public
safety, literary, or educational pur-
poses, or for the prevention of cru-
elty to children or animals.

(a) Organizational and operational
tests. (1) In order to be exempt as an or-
ganization described in section
501(c)(3), an organization must be both
organized and operated exclusively for
one or more of the purposes specified in
such section. If an organization fails to
meet either the organizational test or
the operational test, it is not exempt.

(2) The term exempt purpose or pur-
poses, as used in this section, means
any purpose or purposes specified in
section 501(c)(3), as defined and elabo-
rated in paragraph (d) of this section.

(b) Organizational test—(1) In general.
(i) An organization is organized exclu-
sively for one or more exempt purposes
only if its articles of organization (re-
ferred to in this section as its articles)

as defined in subparagraph (2) of this
paragraph:

(a) Limit the purposes of such organi-
zation to one or more exempt purposes;
and

(b) Do not expressly empower the or-
ganization to engage, otherwise than
as an insubstantial part of its activi-
ties, in activities which in themselves
are not in furtherance of one or more
exempt purposes.

(ii) In meeting the organizational
test, the organization’s purposes, as
stated in its articles, may be as broad
as, or more specific than, the purposes
stated in section 501(c)(3). Therefore,
an organization which, by the terms of
its articles, is formed for literary and
scientific purposes within the meaning of
section 501(c)(3) of the Code shall, if it
otherwise meets the requirements in
this paragraph, be considered to have
met the organizational test. Similarly,
articles stating that the organization
is created solely to receive contributions
and pay them over to organizations which
are described in section 501(c)(3) and ex-
empt from taxation under section 501(a)
are sufficient for purposes of the orga-
nizational test. Moreover, it is suffi-
cient if the articles set for the purpose
of the organization to be the operation
of a school for adult education and de-
scribe in detail the manner of the oper-
ation of such school. In addition, if the
articles state that the organization is
formed for charitable purposes, such ar-
ticles ordinarily shall be sufficient for
purposes of the organizational test (see
subparagraph (5) of this paragraph for
rules relating to construction of
terms).

(iii) An organization is not organized
exclusively for one or more exempt
purposes if its articles expressly em-
power it to carry on, otherwise than as
an insubstantial part of its activities,
activities which are not in furtherance
of one or more exempt purposes, even
though such organization is, by the
terms of such articles, created for a
purpose that is no broader than the
purposes specified in section 501(c)(3).
Thus, an organization that is empow-
ered by its articles to engage in a manu-
facturing business, or to engage in the op-
eration of a social club does not meet
the organizational test regardless of
the fact that its articles may state
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